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his or her office or employment will be 
furnished by the General Counsel or 
designee to the United States Attorney 
for the district encompassing the place 
where the civil action or proceeding is 
brought. A copy of the report also will 
be furnished to the Director of the 
Torts Branch, Civil Division, Depart-
ment of Justice, at the earliest possible 
date, or within the time specified by 
the United States Attorney. 

[51 FR 35999, Oct. 8, 1986] 

§ 14.55 Removal of State court pro-
ceedings. 

Upon a certification by the United 
States Attorney that the defendant 
employee was acting within the scope 
of his or her office or employment at 
the time of the incident out of which 
the suit arose, any civil action or pro-
ceeding commenced in a State court 
may be removed to the district court of 
the United States for the district and 
division encompassing the place where 
the action or proceeding is pending in 
accordance with 28 U.S.C. 2679. 

§ 14.57 Suit against United States ex-
clusive remedy. 

The remedy against the United 
States provided by 28 U.S.C. 1346(b) and 
2672 for damage to or loss of property 
or personal injury or death, resulting 
from the operation by an employee of 
the Government of any motor vehicle 
while acting within the scope of his or 
her office or employment, is exclusive 
of any other civil action or proceeding 
by reason of the same subject matter 
against the employee or his or her es-
tate whose act or omission gave rise to 
the claim. 
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Subpart D—Suspension or Termination of 
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15.51 When collection action may be sus-
pended or terminated. 

15.53 Reasons for suspending collection ac-
tion. 

15.55 Reasons for terminating collection ac-
tion. 

15.57 Termination of collection action. 
15.59 Exception to termination. 
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AUTHORITY: Secs. 161, 186, 68 Stat. 948, 955, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2201, 2236); sec. 201, 88 
Stat. 1242, as amended (42 U.S.C. 5841); sec. 1, 
Pub. L. 97–258, 96 Stat. 972 (31 U.S.C. 3713); 
sec. 5, Pub. L. 89–508, 80 Stat. 308, as amended 
(31 U.S.C. 3716); Pub. L. 97–365, 96 Stat. 1749 
(31 U.S.C. 3719); Federal Claims Collection 
Standards, 31 CFR Chapter IX, parts 900–904; 
31 U.S.C. Secs. 3701, 3716; 31 CFR Sec 285; 26 
U.S.C. Sec 6402(d); 31 U.S.C. Sec. 3720A; 26 
U.S.C. Sec. 6402(c); 42 U.S.C. Sec. 664; Pub. L. 
104–134, as amended (31 U.S.C. 3713); 5 U.S.C. 
5514; Executive Order 12146 (3 CFR 1980 Comp. 
pp. 409–412); Executive Order 12988 (3 CFR, 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 11:52 Jan 27, 2005 Jkt 205030 PO 00000 Frm 00288 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205030T.XXX 205030T



289 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 15.2 

1996 Comp., pp. 157–163); sec. 1704, 112 Stat. 
2750 (44 U.S.C. 3504 note). 

SOURCE: 47 FR 7616, Feb. 22, 1982, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Application and 
Coverage 

§ 15.1 Application. 
(a) This part applies to claims for the 

payment of debts owed to the United 
States Government in the form of 
money or property and; unless a dif-
ferent procedure is specified in a stat-
ute, regulation, or contract; prescribes 
procedures by which the NRC— 

(1) Collects, compromises, suspends, 
offsets, and terminates collection ac-
tion for claims; 

(2) Determines and collects interest 
and other charges on these claims; and 

(3) Refers unpaid claims over 180 days 
delinquent to Treasury for offset and 
collection and to the DOJ for litiga-
tion. 

(b) The following are examples of 
kinds of debts to which special statu-
tory and administrative procedures 
apply: 

(1) A claim against an employee for 
erroneous payment of pay and allow-
ances subject to waiver under 5 U.S.C. 
5584 are covered by the provisions of 10 
CFR part 16. 

(2) A claim against an applicant for, 
or a holder or former holder of, an NRC 
license involving the payment of civil 
penalties imposed by the NRC under 10 
CFR 2.205. 

(3) A claim involved in a case pending 
before any Federal Contract Appeals 
Board or Grant Appeals Board. How-
ever, nothing in this part prevents ne-
gotiation and settlement of a claim 
pending before a Board. 

(c) The NRC is not limited to collec-
tion remedies contained in the revised 
Federal Claims Collection Standards 
(FCCS). The FCCS is not intended to 
impair common law remedies. 

[47 FR 7616, Feb. 22, 1982, as amended at 55 
FR 32377, Aug. 9, 1990; 56 FR 51830, Oct. 16, 
1991; 67 FR 30318, May 6, 2002] 

§ 15.2 Definitions. 
Administrative offset means with-

holding money payable by the United 
States Government to, or held by the 
Government for, a person to satisfy a 

debt the person owes the United States 
Government. 

Administrative wage garnishment is the 
process of withholding amounts from 
an employee’s disposable pay and the 
paying of those amounts to a creditor 
in satisfaction of a withholding order. 

Claim and debt are used synony-
mously to refer to an amount of 
money, funds, or property that has 
been determined by an agency official 
to be owed to the United States from 
any person, organization, or entity, ex-
cept another Federal agency. For the 
purposes of administrative offset under 
31 U.S.C. 3716, the terms claim and debt 
include an amount of money, funds, or 
property owed by a person to a State 
(including past-due support being en-
forced by a State), the District of Co-
lumbia, American Samoa, Guam, the 
United States Virgin Islands, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, or the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico. 

Cross-servicing means that the Treas-
ury or another debt collection center is 
taking appropriate debt collection ac-
tion on behalf of one or more Federal 
agencies or a unit or subagency there-
of. 

Delinquent. A debt is considered de-
linquent if it has not been paid by the 
date specified in the initial written de-
mand for payment or applicable con-
tractual agreement with the NRC un-
less other satisfactory payment ar-
rangements have been made by that 
date. If the debtor fails to satisfy obli-
gations under a payment agreement 
with the NRC after other payment ar-
rangements have been made, the debt 
becomes a delinquent debt. 

Federal agencies include agencies of 
the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of the Government, including 
Government corporations. 

License means any license, permit, or 
other approval issued by the Commis-
sion. 

Payment in full means payment of the 
total debt due the United States, in-
cluding any interest, penalty, and ad-
ministrative costs of collection as-
sessed against the debtor. 

Recoupment is a special method for 
adjusting debts arising under the same 
transaction or occurrence. For exam-
ple, obligations arising under the same 
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